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PLEATS, PLEASE!

Two trained architects take on the world of fashion.

By Bianca Smith | Phatography by Katrina Wittkamp

As professional archirects, husband-and-
wife duc Milena and Aaron Kim are used
to taking every angle into consideration,
which helped when it came to designing
Plears (plearsdesign.com), their brand-new
collection of chic geometric handbags.
“You're always thinking about the other
E.H_'CS C)f L‘\"fl"v bLl il({ illg '\'\"}1:11 )‘”L}ll L{('Sigll."
A.'."U]'l SJ}'S. “Ycll never see it i]'l one
manner. WJE :lPP“C‘d 'h(‘ same id(:l \"ipll
our fArst collection.” The Al'gcllrin'l:m and
Tralian calf-leather crossbody bags and
clutches hold their 3-D form from every
angle, just like buildings in a city. The
18K gold pull tags and hardware from
South Korea incorporate beveled corners
and mulriple facets as well. Applying their
industry expertise (Aaron from SOM,
Milena from Perkins+Will) ro work in
the field of fashion was a decision years in
the making, and took years of observing
how women dress all aver the glr.)l.x‘. As
t]'ﬂ\'t‘l c]']'}lll 5‘!35[ 5y [IIC‘ Ki ms llLlVC P].f] i }-'
UF st :I]'l'll)s on ']"f]l r Pﬁ SSPD"[ 5 a n.d tllfil'
cn]'nbl"'l."d KOn’.‘ﬂJ! :l".d Sf_‘lhjﬂll roots :!“Dw
them exposure to a variety of different
culrures, “Whether it’s Paris or Rome,
it rook seeing how women address their
aestheric all over the world for us to
realize how we can help elevare women’s
style here,” Milena says. Once the duo was
able to pinpoint a commen denominartor,
they gort to work on crearing the collection
of high-style, unique, rimeless accessaries.
“Our eustomers are edgy and confident,
and take a licele bit of risk to be design
leaders,” Aaron says. And the people
have spﬂkt‘n: Plears” first installment is
ﬂ}"!ng aoff the ¢-shelves, so the Kims have

ﬂl']!'lﬂu]'":ﬂ'd I‘lﬂus to create an assortment
of larger bags and wristlets in the near

future. Happy bagging!
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